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BLACK GOLDFISH 



BY JOHN TAINE 





nd how do you propose to Enrol, may I ask 

d«l't tullow ■' 

! Id enlist if they'll have ■■. • should be 
five hundred miles south of fa 



father stupid drill in camp. Then they may give j man with, your ex- 

srfrry medical <orps shooting Wassermann info the bad little boys. 
Unless,'' be continued villi a itj smile, "you plan to peddle vitamins ro 

"I had thought of that before 1 hw the papers this morning," Jones 
admitted- "Bui is your lompiny — my company, by right* — Ha* 
ilnraJv Men-.! [he ..tnrr-.r,, rih: li-I.'mi; ularrirn, !|, ill .iim.rrr.l, and 
govemroenl employees, I don't w much dunce of telling anything In the 

facrTacTO! the table. "By the wa^ Klaiip," be imtin'uriwheij hc'^uS 
finished hrs scrutiny, "you are getting so fat I hardly trust you to have 
told the authorities what is what about alpha and omega. It would be 
lust too bad for all of us if you should dip up on the job. Now mat 
we are calking turkey, exactly what did you tell the authorities to buy* 
Alpha, ot omega ?" 

'Omega, of course," Klaup replied. Exit none too certainly. "Thar was 
rigbt,.wWt it?" 

"Check, Omega is what the boys need to Fill than full of pep and 
vinegar. Sure you didn't frxommend alpha?" 

"Better check thai at otiic. before the feeding begins." 
"If you will excuse me a minute. I wilL Try one of those meringues. 
They're stuffed with queen olives and mar 



telephone. The Instant Jones heard the door close behind his former 

"Want to do something worthwhile for your country and make a little 

Geo looked doubtful. She was nobody's foot, in spite of her black 
skin or perhaps because of ir. She give a hesitant assent 
"Yes. sir" 
"All ngh 



love his country leas; he merely loved hit dinner more 

The storm broke in due seaaon. Although he was eating only one 
meal a day at the lime in his land of refuge. Klaup felt that he had last 
Mining by decamping. Presently, tu his great surprise, he was adopted 
by no lea than four patriotic societies devoted to the preservation of 
lilierty and freedom throughout the world. So great was hi! popularity 
in The totally unexpected role of a marryr for freedom that he found him- 
self stuffing away not three, but six. heavy meals a day. 

Like a bedraggled tomcat rescued from starvation,^ Klaup began to fXUT 






ompctcnt cook." 



s persisted, "that he could neve 
" the job for 



Laon 1 I know H J An J Kljup also is m fieri ng item the delusion tt 
bit vitamins, to be fed wholesale to [he aimed forces and govemmr 
emplojea beginning neit Monday at breakfast, arc the first on t 
market. By the way. bow are the tnntrols Kitting?" 
"As you predicted. Right on schedule." 

"Thai raises another question, " the Surgeon General intcrpoaed. "A 

"Quire. All he know* is what happened to the rabbits and guin 
pigs. I ran all those ciperiments myself, and only let Klaup look on. 1 
mike lure he was too dumb to understand anything, t gave him i cm 
of standardized whire rjix To play with. The man knows as much aho 
biology as 1 know about the Kingdom of Heaven. He couldn't sti 
a needle into a pillow. The rats sized him up the first shot. He nev 
got » drap sf alpha or omega into one of them. But he did airumuli 

"And to think." Colonel Gregory mused, 'that the ufcty of a 



need. She and die doctor's 
n stores or something of the 



bet-beaded myself. 

, _ _: let me erpTain mv soli 
7 Klaup o 



off with sleep." 

'■Presently. But let me eiplain my gold/nJi. She is the only g 



, mndnding with a word of modest pi 

for himself "You see, 1 grup tny t^rfuniries. Score the octal 
Hut s the first rule of sound tallies. Could 1 possibly hive hit i 
nam method of fattening KUup for the killing? Not thai I take 
credit. KUup practically begged me to do it. and Cfco was only 
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PRISON RATS 




erixr. his torn feet wide beneath his dark-haired body, and oil 
beady ml-nmmcd eyes rooming uncertain!* ahout ihe swollen, 
dimensions of the cell- Slowly memory alined in the muddled 

"Free," was his first coherent though!, and [hen — I'm small 
I was afraid I would be too large • - ." 

He scurried to the door, his unfamiliar front legs clumsy as he 
inn 00 them for the first time. But nut for long. As he ran down 

rtivtrim. He fell his heart thumping proudly! fie had escaped. 

A guard dozed at a desk beyond. The rat peered brightly ahooE 
for a route of escape, found it, and proceeded to sink his ugly 

The guard howled, kicking in outrage and panic at the shadnwy 
foui-lcggcd shape of the giant rodent. And the great rat melted 
away into the shadowy squealing iij hideous amusement. 

After that, for a time, he ranged the cell blocks, biting and 

noses Sid dtetrliowls of pain made of the prison a madhouse. 



prison and the guns of the guards slapped across the growing 
Could his hatred for his fellows and the guards have been trans- 
such an attack? 

So it was that he determined to iguit the gloomy walls of the 

narrow drain that carried away excess rainwater . . . 

For a mile after he quitted the drain the great black rat ran 

a fire-blackened house's run, he entered what had once been a 
stable. Mere he could sleep and await morning. And suicEy there 

He found a heap of dusty old hay. its brittle stalks rustling 
strangely as he ncated it and the scent of the rodent kind ripe about 
it alL fiat he was exhausted and the bay was soft- He fell asleep. 




The Machine-God Laughs 



BY PECTUS PRAGNELL 




"Look here, whoever you ire, who'* giving die aiders around 
here? You or the Cup'nr" demanded j sailor, angril'.. 

"I Bin," snarled che voire in the speaker; "and anyone who fails 

Olher hnma.nM- bat from now an you wilL Da you think due the 

us you are cold. 1 am befriending you and your 'people. That 
should be enough for yon. i will crush your enemies, but in iny 
owd way aod in my uwt* time. You, by acting loo emotionally, 
would fail in your purpose." 

uith a revolver ar trie cumputrnenr. where Frank lay, knocked up 
and held his arm, gelling a pufwh on the side of his jaw from another 
sailor as he did so. Dimly, he heard men calling, "He'* wi,rht ilun 
llu fong!" "He's a traitor !" ' Collaborator r and (he Captain 

the danger to America! Finish Hi] Fong First imd nuartel after- 
wards!" Then three food cracks,, deafening in that small space, 
vivid butsts of blue and yellow fight, a smell not of burnt cart- 
ridge ponder, as he had expected, but of ozone.. Then there w«s 
silence, apart from a whistltag and hissing noise- 
sphere with great holes burnt in their bodies. '"Two othera had 
severe wuundsv Most of the lailois ivere silent and still because 





e careful because ihev have au safety catches and ocer" 
5: each oce is ready to produce a cominuous ray fur ff 
a, and you could destroy an army in thai lime- Use c 
ti emergencies, for they ore noisy. Unless you are i 



your needle rays, especially those who wil 
10 object in disguising 



opened in the side o 



a fell out. m be caught by a sailne I 
they all crept [trough. 
Frank II in his hag, found themsel 
irridot. A fine wire from Frank's I 
illj.bject io Jim's mouth which Frank said wi 

the object- ] 



e most part Frank directed them by pointing 
A paralysis ray stabbed out of the case at somi 
ish sounded around the corner. Passing that c 
dark-skinned man in monkish clothes coorur 
p floor. A voice called, no doubt asking, "Is an 

. anoint™ 
who had "in 



I'T. till 



■gain. It also flashed a 
uoment later 10 find a gi 
in the middle uf a game of filar. Jong 



■a bowing before a huge [mage 



lvjded his fastness and slaughtered his priest 
"I am a greater god than these." said a lof 
i:h j slight shock ihat i[ was the micropho 
lying to his thoughts. 

Yes," came the reply, with a [ouch of ami 
Hake of the thoughts that pass through you, 

The tenacle motioned them Co a halt^iheri cu 
out through which they dropped 
"Steady here *hile 1 look around. All 




when the powtt fails. There goes 
That, at an ealxa loud bans; away off, "was 
: a My bartery in the hills going off. Among 
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